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REMARKS 

In addition to the amendment and response to the Final Office Action that Applicant filed 
on July 17, 2003, claims 17, 31, 34, and 41 are further amended, claims 22, 26, 33, and 35 are 
amended; as a result, claims 17-19, 22, 23, 25-27, 29, 31-50 are now pending in this appUcation. 

In the amendment and response to the Final Office Action that Applicant filed on July 17, 
2003 (previous amendment and response), independent claims 17, 31, 34, and 41 v^ere amended. 
Applicant has requested in the RCE filed in September 17, 2003 that the previous amendment 
and response be considered. Applicant assumes that amendments to claims 17, 31, 34 and 41 in 
the previous amendment and response v^ere considered. Therefore, in this preliminary 
amendment, Applicant has removed the underline markings of claims 1 7, 3 1, 34 and 41 from the 
previous amendment and response. 

In this prehminary amendment, independent claims 17, 22, 26, 31, 33-35, and 41 are 
amended to further define the structure of the memory device of the present invention. As 
amended. Applicant believes that these claims are patentable over any combination of Pfiester, 
Kanetaki et al., Itoh, and Wahlstrom. Accordingly, AppHcant requests that claims 17, 22, 26, 31, 
33-35, and 41 and their dependent claims be allow^ed. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's representative at 612-373-6969 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 



Respectfully submitted, 
LEONARD FORBES ET AL. 
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